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Anteja ECG

Chemistry 
Cluster Bavaria
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Welcome

https://wfgheilbronn.de/


Agenda

IEC24 Überblick
Iris Reingruber, Business Upper Austria, Oberösterreich, AT

IEC24 Themenfelder, VCG.ai & SAT
Luise Dauwa, Business Upper Austria, Oberösterreich, AT

Teilnehmende Regionen & potenzielle Partner
Stefanie Vogel, Chemie Cluster Bayern, DE

Bewerbungsprozess
Michael Keller, Hochschule für Technik und Architektur, Kanton Freiburg, CH

Projektentwicklung & Match-Making Support
Alexandra Wolf, Wirtschaftsförderung Raum Heilbronn GmbH, DE

10:35 – 10:45

10:45 – 11:15

11:15 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:45

11:45 – 12:00



Innovation Express Call 2024 (IEC24)…

… for Circular Bioeconomy Value Chains is 

• open from March – July 2024

• a joint call for collaborative project proposals which facilitates the development of 

transregional circular bioeconomy value chains

• implemented by synchronizing existing regional funding schemes in the Alpine 

Space and beyond

What does synchronizing mean under the IEC24?

➢partner regions participate with their own, existing regional funding programmes

➢only timing and thematic scope of the call were synchronized



IEC24 Partner Regions …

Austria: Salzburg & Upper Austria

Switzerland: Canton Fribourg

Germany: Bavaria

➢ Further partners are still welcomed!

Applicants must be located within the geographic area of the IEC24 

partner regions!

https://www.iec24.info/about-the-call.html



IEC24 Funding Partners & Programmes



IEC24 Eligibility Criteria

➢ Funding and eligibility rules apply according to the regional funding 

programme of the applicant’s region. 

➢ The proposed activities must include the participation of partners 
from at least 2 different partner regions. 

➢ To be eligible for funding, the applicants must be located in the 

geographic area of the IEC24 funding partners.  

➢ Proposals must be submitted by the legal representative of the 
applicant in accordance with the rules of the respective funding 
partners.



IEC24 Coordination office (CO)

➢ In cooperation of Business Upper Austria (PP) and WFG Heilbronn (PL)  

➢ Contact person for questions and as main link to experts: 
iris.reingruber@biz-up

➢Manage call website & matchmaking tool (IEC24.info)

➢Arrange meetings with experts – if needed

➢Organize adjustment meetings with programme owner

➢Organize information, matchmaking and project development 
meetings

➢ IEC24 promotion (website & LinkedIn & topic related events)

mailto:iris.reingruber@biz-up


Call Topics

Sectors:

➢ Agriculture

➢ Food and Beverages

➢ Chemistry

➢ Polymers

➢ Energy

FAO - Global Bioeconomy Summit, 2018
Thaís Linhares-Juvenal Pierre Bouillon



Call Topics

1. Application and development of technology for implementing and 
upscaling bioeconomy solutions

a) Circular Production
➢ Increasing resource efficiency through cross-sector value chains

➢ Developing and implementing waste-to-resource technologies

b) Bio-Based Materials and Products

➢ Development of bio-based materials as alternatives to conventional products



Call Topics

2. New Solutions for Climate Protection and Decarbonisation of Supply 
Chains

a) Sustainable Supply Chains
➢ Optimising and adapting cross-regional logistics and transportation

➢ enhancing resilience and risk mitigation within bioeconomy value chains

b) Decarbonized Supply Chains
➢ Decarbonisation of supply chains through circularity principles (e.g. integration of 

renewable energy sources, waste management)



VCG.ai & SAT

https://www.iec24.info/tools.html



Value Chain Generator.ai

Smart data platform to transform agri-food residuals into profitable 
green business

First of a kind AI & Big Data solution for implementing circular solutions 
that matches companies &  technologies into new value chains, across 
regions & industries



Value Chain Generator.ai



Value Chain Generator.ai



Value Chain Generator.ai



Value Chain Generator.ai

Benefits for the applicants:  

➢ 30-minute consultation call for discussing possible solutions adapted to your needs 

➢ clear visual presentation of potential circular value chains

➢ network of experts for any sustainability issues 

➢ clear picture of potential projects you can develop in IEC24 

Book a free 30-minute meeting with the VCG.ai team



Sustainability Assessment Tool (SAT)

Evaluate sustainability of project in environmental, economic and social 
perspective & identify “sustainability hotspots” 

Supports in:

➢Comprehensive Sustainability Evaluation

➢Benchmarking for Improvement

➢Strategic Decision-Making



Sustainability Assessment Tool (SAT)

Targeted Polymers

➢ Lactic acid

➢ Succinic acid

➢ Glycerol

➢ Polymers (mainly PLA)

➢ Aminoacids (mainly lysine and glutamate)

Does the submitted project address the right areas?



Sustainability Assessment Tool (SAT)



Sustainability Assessment Tool (SAT)

Input Data

Output

Benchmark

Company

Benchmark

Company

GREEN = above benchmark RED = below benchmark



IEC24 Partnerregionen

Today's status:

4 participating regions from 

3 countries

Discussions with interested 

regions ongoing

Participation of 

additional regions possible



IEC24 Partnerregionen



IEC24 Partnerregionen

Deadline: May 31, 2024



IEC24 Partnerregionen



IEC24 Partnerregionen



Application Process



Projektentwicklung & Matchmaking

Home | INNOBIOVC (ascrion.com)

https://match2.ascrion.com/


Projektentwicklung & Matchmaking



Projektentwicklung & Matchmaking

IEC24 - iec24

https://www.iec24.info/call.html


Kontakte

Project lead: 

Economic Development Agency Heilbronn Region, DE

Alexandra Wolf wolf@wfgheilbronn.de

Activity lead – Roll out the enhanced Innovation Express Call Scheme:

 Business Upper Austria – OÖ Wirtschaftsagentur GmbH, AT

 Lebensmittel Cluster, Luise Dauwa luise.dauwa@biz-up.at

 Lebensmittel Cluster, Susanne Mader     susanne.mader@biz-up.at

 Cluster & Kooperationen, Iris Reingruber  iris.reingruber@biz-up.at

mailto:wolf@wfgheilbronn.de
mailto:luise.dauwa@biz-up.at
mailto:susanne.mader@biz-up.at
mailto:iris.reingruber@biz-up.at
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